
GUIDELINES ON JITS INVOLVING 
THIRD COUNTRIES

This document provides guidance 
to practitioners on setting up a JIT 
with a third country. It presents the 
relevant legal bases, specific factors 
to consider, best practices, and a 
checklist for practitioners available 
also as a stand-alone document in 
all EU languages. 

FACTSHEET ON INVOLVEMENT OF 
THE ICC-OTP IN JITS

This product aims at presenting the 
ways in which the International 
Criminal Court - Office of the 
Prosecutor may be involved in JITs, 
the benefits of their involvement, 
and the support that Eurojust and 
the JITs Network Secretariat may 
offer in these specific situations. 

EVALUATION FORM
It is good practice to conduct an 
evaluation of the JIT after its closure. 
JIT practitioners may complete this 
form to conduct the evaluation in 
a logical and consistent way and to 
facilitate the gathering and sharing 
of information on JITs, best practices 
identified, and lessons learned.

TOOLS AND 
RESOURCES FOR 

JIT PRACTITIONERS

Network of National Experts on JITs
The JITs Network consist of experts, appointed by 
each EU Member State, representing judicial and 
law enforcement dimensions of a JIT. At a national 
level, the experts act as contact points whom 
practitioners can address with JIT-related questions. 
A list of contact points is accessible through the JITs 
Restricted Area or via available domestic channels. 

JITS PRACTICAL GUIDE
A guide with practical information, 
guidance and advice for 
practitioners on the setting up and 
operations of JITs. This document 
covers the different phases of a JIT 
and includes specific chapters on 
JITs funding, support provided by 
Eurojust and Europol, and a list of 
frequently asked questions.

JIT MODEL AGREEMENT
The model agreement is routinely 
used when setting up a JIT, offering 
a common baseline for drafting a 
JIT agreement that practitioners can 
tailor to the specific needs of their 
case. It is available in all official EU 
languages and editable formats.

JITS FACTSHEET
The factsheet provides a 
comprehensive introduction of the 
JIT as a key tool for international 
cooperation, including information 
on the ways in which Eurojust 
supports JITs.
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MODEL	AGREEMENT	ON	THE	ESTABLISHMENT	OF	A	JOINT	INVESTIGATION	TEAM	

In	accordance	with:		

[Please	indicate	here	the	applicable	legal	bases,	which	may	be	taken	from	–	but	not	limited	
to	—	the	instruments	listed	below:		
—	Article	13	of	the	Convention	on	Mutual	Assistance	in	Criminal	Matters	between	the	Member	States	of	the	
European	Union	of	29	May	2000		(1);	

—	Council	Framework	Decision	of	13	June	2002	on	joint	investigation	teams		(2);	

—	Article	1	of	the	Agreement	between	the	European	Union	and	the	Republic	of	Iceland	and	the	Kingdom	of	
Norway	on	the	application	of	certain	provisions	of	the	Convention	of	29	May	2000	on	Mutual	Assistance	in	
Criminal	Matters	between	the	Member	States	of	the	European	Union	and	the	2001	Protocol	thereto	of	29	
December	2003		(3);	

—	Article	5	of	the	Agreement	on	Mutual	Legal	Assistance	between	the	European	Union	and	the	United	States	
of	America		(4);	

—	Article	20	of	the	second	additional	protocol	to	the	European	Convention	on	Mutual	Assistance	in	Criminal	
Matters	of	20	April	1959		(5);	

—	Articl	9(1)(c)	of	the	United	Nations	Convention	against	Illicit	Traffic	in	Narcotic	Drugs	and	Psychotropic	
Substances	(1988)		(6);	

—	Article	19	of	the	United	Nations	Convention	against	Transnational	Organized	Crime	(2000)		(7);	

—	 Article	49	of	the	United	Nations	Convention	against	Corruption	(2003)		(8);	

—	Article	27	of	the	Police	Cooperation	Convention	for	South	East	Europe	(2006)		(9).]	

	

1.			Parties	to	the	Agreement		

The	following	parties	have	concluded	an	agreement	on	the	setting	up	of	a	joint	investigation	team,	
hereafter	referred	to	as	‘JIT’:	

		
1.[Insert	name	of	the	first	competent	agency/administration	of	a	State	as	a	Party	to	the	
agreement]	

	

	

And			
2.	[Insert	name	of	second	competent	agency/administration	of	a	State	as	a	party	to	the	
agreement]	

	

	
	

The	parties	to	this	agreement	may	decide,	by	common	consent,	to	invite	other	States'	agencies	or	
administrations	to	become	parties	to	this	agreement.	

	

2.			Purpose	of	the	JIT		

This	agreement	shall	cover	the	setting	up	of	a	JIT	for	the	following	purpose:	

EU Agency for Criminal Justice Cooperation

A joint investigation team (JIT) is one of the most 
advanced tools used in international cooperation in 

criminal matters, comprising a legal agreement between 
competent authorities of two or more States for the 
purpose of carrying out criminal investigations. Made up 
of prosecutors and law enforcement authorities as well 
as judges, JITs are established for a fixed period, typi-
cally between 12 and 24 months, such as is necessary 
to reach successful conclusions to investigations.

Supporting judicial authorities in

the use of 

Providing operational, legal and financial support to 
JITs is a key part of Eurojust’s mission, together with 
enabling access to the expertise of the JITs Network. 

Since 2005, the Agency has supported national 
authorities in the setting up and running of JITs, and 
has provided funding from 2009, while also taking a 
leading role in promoting JITs and developing aware-
ness and understanding around the tool and its use:

  

Wide-ranging operational support – Eurojust assists the JIT partners during the 
initial setting-up of JITs as well as during the entire lifecycle of the tool, providing a 
wide range of legal, operational and logistical support, including the arrangement 
of coordination meetings between the partners.

Financial support – The JIT partners can request financial support from 
Eurojust to facilitate the day-to-day operations of the JIT through the 
reimbursement of travel and accommodation expenses, as well as costs 
for interpretation and translation, and the transfer of items. To address 
the increased need for communication between JIT members, as well as 
the possible lack of facilities and infrastructure, Eurojust can also loan 
equipment such as smartphones and laptops to JIT members. 

Expertise of the JITs Network – Eurojust supports the JITs Network, 
a network of relevant national experts, who encourage and promote best 
practice in the use of JITs. Eurojust also hosts the JITs Network Secretariat, 
which supports and stimulates the activities of the JITs Network.

Evaluation of JITs – Following the closure/expiry of a JIT, Eurojust and the 
JITs Network Secretariat help the JIT partners evaluate its performance, to enable 
improvements in the application of the tool. The JITs Network Secretariat collects 
and publishes this feedback in the form of reports, such as JIT Evaluation Reports.

     Joint investigation teams broaden the perspective of a prosecutor and an 
investigator. When you work with people from different legislative backgrounds, you 
understand better why they execute certain measures, and why they cannot execute 
others. The biggest added value of a JIT is the building of mutual trust as a basis for the 
next cooperation. ... A JIT agreement is a contract designed to make your life easier.

Maja Veber Šajn, JITs national expert for Slovenia
on the occasion of the meeting of the JITs Network at Eurojust in June 2018
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A joint investigation team (JIT) is one of the most 
advanced tools used in international cooperation 

in criminal matters, comprising a legal agreement 
between competent authorities of two or more states 
for the purpose of carrying out criminal investigations. 
Made up of judicial and law enforcement authorities, 
JITs are established for a fixed period of time that is 
deemed necessary to reach successful conclusions to 
investigations.

Once a JIT has been set up, the JIT parties can directly 
exchange information and evidence, cooperate in 
real time and jointly carry out operational activities. 
Furthermore, JITs allow practitioners to be present 
during investigative measures in each other’s territories. 
Direct contact and communication enable the JIT 
members to build personal relations and trust, leading 
to faster and more efficient cooperation.

Besides the JIT parties, the optional participation of 
‘officials of (other) bodies’ is usually set out in the 
applicable instruments. Such optional participants 
include EU bodies, European Union Agency for Criminal 
Justice Cooperation (Eurojust) National Members, 
European Union Agency for Law Enforcement 
Cooperation (Europol) staff and European Anti-Fraud 
Office (OLAF) staff.

In April 2022, for the first time, the Office of 
the Prosecutor of the International Criminal 
Court (ICC-OTP) was invited to participate 
in the JIT investigating alleged core 
international crimes committed in Ukraine.

In line with its strategic goal to deepen engagement 
and cooperation with national authorities, the ICC-OTP 
intends to increase its involvement in JITs in the coming 
years, in order to add value to JITs investigating core 
international crimes and further accelerate its own lines 
of investigation.
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 � International Criminal Court, The Hague

EU Agency for Criminal Justice Cooperation

Involvement of the Office of the Prosecutor 
of the International Criminal Court in 
JOINT INVESTIGATION TEAMS

Hosted by Eurojust since 2011, the JITs Network 
Secretariat  promotes, supports, and stimulates 
the activities of the Network. The Secretariat can be 
contacted at jitsnetworksecretariat@eurojust.europa.eu. 

https://www.eurojust.europa.eu/publication/guidelines-joint-investigation-teams-involving-third-countries
https://www.eurojust.europa.eu/publication/guidelines-joint-investigation-teams-involving-third-countries
https://www.eurojust.europa.eu/publication/involvement-office-prosecutor-international-criminal-court-joint-investigation-teams
https://www.eurojust.europa.eu/publication/involvement-office-prosecutor-international-criminal-court-joint-investigation-teams
https://www.eurojust.europa.eu/document/jit-evaluation-form
https://www.eurojust.europa.eu/sites/default/files/assets/joint_investigation_teams_practical_guide_2021_en.pdf
https://www.eurojust.europa.eu/publication/model-agreement-setting-joint-investigation-team-ms-word-version
https://www.eurojust.europa.eu/publication/supporting-judicial-authorities-use-joint-investigation-teams-factsheet


JITS FUNDING FAQ
The Frequently Asked Questions offer targeted 
information about the various aspects of the JITs 
funding schemes. 

OFFICIAL EUROJUST 
YOUTUBE CHANNEL 

This specific section of the Eurojust YouTube channel 
provides access to videos on joint investigation teams 
and the JITs Network, as well as useful video tutorials for 
JITs funding.

JITS RESTRICTED 
AREA

This restricted website, run by the JITs Network 
Secretariat, contains all JIT-related resources and tools, 
such as the list of JIT National Experts and Contact 
Points and the Fiches Espagnoles (summaries of 
national legislation on JITs). It is accessible only upon 
request.

JIT EVALUATION REPORTS
The JITs Network Secretariat reviews 
and processes the information 
gathered from JIT evaluations and 
produces JITs Evaluation Reports 
presenting the main findinds. 
Each evaluation report introduces 
a specific topic. The fourth JITs 
Evaluation Report focuses on 
multilateral JITs and includes a 
checklist for practitioners, which 
is also available as a stand-alone 
document in all EU languages.

GUIDELINES ON THE NETWORK 
OF NATIONAL EXPERTS ON JITS

Providing guidance on the 
composition, activities, and 
cooperation with external partners 
and third countries, these guidelines 
offer a clear and detailed framework 
for the work and tasks of the 
Network of National Experts on JITs. 

ASSESSMENT REPORT OF THE JITS 
NETWORK AND ITS ACTIVITIES

This report reflects on areas 
relevant to the operations of the 
JITs Network, aimed at encouraging 
an increased level of engagement 
and better functioning. The action 
plan, which is part of the report, 
outlines proposals for future 
Network activities and projects.  

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ANNUAL 
MEETINGS OF THE JITS 
NETWORK

Since 2005, the Network of 
National Experts on JITs has 
been meeting annually to 
discuss specific issues, and share 
experiences and challenges 
encountered in the use of JITs. 
The highlights of these meetings 
are subsequently published, 
providing a useful source of 
information. 

JIT FUNDING PROCESS 
INFOGRAPHIC

The JITs Network Secretariat 
manages the Eurojust JITs 
Funding Programme. A complete 
overview of the functioning of 
the Funding Programme and 
the related processes, from 
application to reimbursement, 
can be found in the JIT funding 
process infographic. All funding-
related queries can be directed to 
JITS@eurojust.europa.eu. 

FOURTH JITS 
EVALUATION REPORT
February 2023
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NOTE 
From: General Secretariat of the Council 
To: Delegations 
No. prev. doc.: 16201/22 
Subject: Joint Investigation Teams (JITs) 

- Highlights of the Annual Meeting of the Network of National Experts on 
Joint Investigation Teams (12 and 13 October 2023, Eurojust, The 
Hague) 

  

Delegations will find attached the above-mentioned document.  

 

 

THE JIT
FUNDING

PROCESS

EUROJUST —
JITS FUNDING
PROGRAMME

THE JIT Funding process

Who can apply
	� JIT leader(s)/ JIT member(s) or delegated JIT leader(s)/ JIT member(s) or delegated 
person with relevant professional person with relevant professional 
competency from EU Member Statecompetency from EU Member State
	� On behalf of the JITOn behalf of the JIT
	� Providing a signed JIT AgreementProviding a signed JIT Agreement

What is covered
Costs of cross-border operationsCosts of cross-border operations
	D Travel & accommodationTravel & accommodation
	D Interpretation & translation Interpretation & translation 
	D Transportation for transferring itemsTransportation for transferring items
	D Specialist expertiseSpecialist expertise
	D Purchase of low-value equipmentPurchase of low-value equipment
	D Hire of IT/electronic equipment and licences/softwareHire of IT/electronic equipment and licences/software
	D Indirect costs (7%)Indirect costs (7%)
	D Loan of laptops & smartphones, Loan of laptops & smartphones, 
including communication costsincluding communication costs

Complete the application
	� Standard funding: complete and submit via JITs Portal Standard funding: complete and submit via JITs Portal 
	� Urgent funding: submit Application Form Urgent funding: submit Application Form 
 and Budget Estimate via email and Budget Estimate via email

When to submit
	� Standard funding: within one of the eight Calls for Standard funding: within one of the eight Calls for 
proposals published approximately every 45 daysproposals published approximately every 45 days
	� Urgent funding: a request can be submitted when Urgent funding: a request can be submitted when 
the operational need arisesthe operational need arises

Evaluation 
and Award
	� Evaluated by Evaluation CommitteeEvaluated by Evaluation Committee
	� Standard funding: decision Standard funding: decision 
within approximately 15 dayswithin approximately 15 days
	� Urgent funding:  decision Urgent funding:  decision 
within 5 dayswithin 5 days

Action
Standard funding: planned Standard funding: planned 
actions to be performed in actions to be performed in 
three-month periodthree-month period
Possibility to request an Possibility to request an 
extension of the action periodextension of the action period
Urgent funding: planned Urgent funding: planned 
actions to be performed actions to be performed 
within 14 calendar dayswithin 14 calendar days
No possibility for extensionNo possibility for extension

Claim
	� Send form and supporting Send form and supporting 
documents to JITs Network documents to JITs Network 
Secretariat via Portal or via e-mailSecretariat via Portal or via e-mail
	� Within one month after Within one month after 
end of action periodend of action period
	� Individual claims by each Individual claims by each 
institution/agency institution/agency 
(no natural persons)(no natural persons)

Print: 
ISBN 978-92-9404-224-8
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PDF: 
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