
EU MEMBER STATES
TAKING PART 
IN THE EIO*

1 - DRAFTING of EIO by judicial authority in Member State A

2 - TRANSMISSION of EIO to judicial authority in Member State B

3 - RECOGNITION of EIO in Member State B

4 - EXECUTION of EIO in Member State B

LIFE CYCLE OF AN EIO

Creates a single comprehensive instrument with a large scope

Sets strict deadlines for gathering the evidence requested

Limits the reasons for refusing such requests

Reduces paperwork by introducing a single standard form

Protects the fundamental rights of the defence

ADVANTAGES OF THE EIO

KEY FEATURES

EU Direc�ve on the EIO (2014/41) of 3 April 2014

Deadline for transposi�on: 22 May 2017

Obtains evidence located in another EU Member State

Mutual recogni�on of judicial decisions

Replaces Le�ers of Request for inves�ga�ve measures

Simplifies and accelerates cross-border criminal inves�ga�ons

EUROJUST 
FACILITATES, 
ADVISES AND
COORDINATES

  EUROJUST IDENTIFIES CHALLENGES 
AND BEST PRACTICE IN EIO CASES

EIO implemented MS not taking part

HOW IT WORKS

Member State A requests evidence 
located in Member State B

Member State B collects evidence 
on behalf of Member State A

Examples of inves�ga�ve measures: 

Obtaining exis�ng evidence

Checks on bank accounts/financial opera�ons
Intercep�on of telecommunica�ons

Hearings of witnesses and suspects
(House) searches

Temporary transfer of persons in custody
Preserva�on of evidence

European Investigation Order

* For further information on EIO implementation, see EJN website. 

https://www.ejn-crimjust.europa.eu/ejn/EJN_Library_StatusOfImpByCat.aspx?CategoryId=120

