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Defendant 1 and other leading persons had indoctrinated Belgian youths with the violent 

jihadist and Salafist doctrine. In addition, the young people had gradually been isolated from 

their environment. This indoctrination had taken place when these young people had to face 

difficult situations and felt misunderstood or lonely. They had been introduced to Defendant 1 

via the mosque or a common acquaintance. Statements of family members and information 

collected on different defendants showed that these young people had completely changed their 

mentality and clothing. Defendant 1 also committed other crimina! offences, such as theft ( of 

luggage at the train station) and possession of prohibited arms (switchblade knife). 

Defendant 2 {2 in Case I and 7 in Case II): The defendant was a member of the Brussels cell. He 

had gone to Syria in January 2013, together with Defendant 27, received training by ISIL and 

then participated in combat. Together with Defendant 1, he had indoctrinated and incited young 

people to participate in terrorist attacks in Syria, incited young people to commit petty offences 

in Brussels in order to finance activities in Syria, raised funds and facilitated others to travel to 

Syria to combat. He had also committed theft (battery charger). He had returned to Belgium via 

Germany in May 2013 and left for Morocco in June 2013. He had been extradited to Belgium in 

March 2014 on the basis of an international letter rogatory issued by the Belgian authorities. 

Defendant 3 {Case IJ, arrested on 09 /03 /2014: The defendant was a member of the Brussels 

cell. He had recruited and helped other members (e.g. Defendant 4) to travel to Syria by 

collecting money for their journey. He had concluded a religious marriage with Defendants 10 

and 11. In October 2013, he had told an undercover agent that Defendants 1 and 4 had been 

members of Al Qaida. He had tried to leave for Syria to join ISIL. He had been arrested in Serbia 

in March 2014 and extradited to Belgium. 

Defendant 4 {Case IJ, arrested on 24/02/2014: The defendant was a member of the Brussels 

cell. He is fluent in Arabic and had translated texts used for the indoctrination of young people. 

He had collected money on Internet via donations to fund his participation in the fighting in 

Syria. In 2013, he had left for Syria, via Turkey (Istanbul). He had returned without receiving any 

training or participating in combat. He had been stopped at the airport upon return to Belgium 

in September 2013 and admitted he had been to Syria to see for himself how the situation was. 

Defendant S {Case IJ: The defendant was a member of the Brussels cell. According to the files 

found in his computer, he is one of the persons who held the most extremist views. He had 

financially and materially supported the cell by stealing IDs and goods. 

Defendant 6 {Case IJ: The defendant was a member of the Brussels cell. He is French. He had 

provided important financial and material support by stealing IDs and goods Qewels ). He had 

left for Syria in 2014. 

Defendant 7 {Case IJ: The defendant was a member of the Brussels cell. He had been 

indoctrinated by Defendant 1, and had committed a fraud by declaring the loss of his passport in 

order to leave for Syria in 2013, as soon as he had turned 18. In Syria, he had joined Jabhat al­

Nusrah. 
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Defendant 8 {Case IJ: The defendant was a member of the Brussels cell. He had turned 18 in 

2012, and had been seen at Defendant l's place in 2013. On the following day he had left for 

Syria to join Jabhat al-Nusrah. 

Defendant 9 {Case IJ, possibly dead since 12/2014: The defendant was an active member of the 

Brussels cell. He had turned 18 in 2014 and soon after that he had left for Syria. He had joined 

ISIL in Raqqa. 

Defendant 10 {Case IJ, arrested on 26/02/2014: The defendant is the sister of Defendant 11 

and the religious wife of Defendant 3. She had financially supported her religious husband while 

he had been in Syria. She had tried to go to Syria in 2013, together with her sister, hut had been 

stopped by the Turkish authorities and returned to Belgium. She was acquitted by the court. 

Defendant 11 {Case IJ, arrested on 26/02/2014: The defendant is the sister of Defendant 10. In 

2013, they had left for Syria. Shortly after she had arrived, she had been pulled out of Syria with 

the help of Defendant 1 and returned to Belgium together with her brother, who had gone to 

Turkey to look for her. She was acquitted by the court. 

Defendant 12 {Case IJ: The defendant was an active member of the Brussels cell. He is a radical 

imam who used to preach at a mosque. The mosque was the same one where Defendant 1 used 

to go to pray, and where most of the other defendants had been radicalised. On 9 November 

2012, the Foreigners Office3 had issued an order for Defendant 12 to leave the Belgian territory. 

The order had been based on Defendant 12's public order offences committed in Spain, his 

illegal stay in Belgium, absence of visa and suspected marriage of convenience. He had joined 

ISIL in 2012. 

Defendant 13 {Case IJ: The defendant was a member of the Brussels cell. He had supported 

financially the cell and Defendant 1. He is presumed to have joined ISIL in Raqqa, Syria, in April 

2014. 

Defendant 14 {Case IJ: The defendant was a member of the Brussels cell. He had left for Syria in 

2013 via Italy and Turkey. He is presumed to have joined ISIL. 

Defendant 15 {Case IJ, possibly dead since 26/03/2014: The defendant was a member of the 

Brussels cell. He had travelled to Syria several times. During one his trips to the conflict zone in 

January 2014 he had been accompanied by Defendant 20 and his underage brother. In the 

media, he had been reported to have been fighting in the ranks of ISIL and to have died in March 

2013. 

Defendant 16 {1 in Cases Il and Il/], arrested on 25/07 /2013: The defendant was a leader of 

the Brussels cell. He is the son of Defendant 24, the half-brother of Defendants 21 and 23, and 

nephew of Defendant 25. He had indoctrinated, recruited and incited young people to 

participate in terrorist attacks in Syria, participated in combat, provided financial and logistic 

support to others to leave for Syria. He had gone several times to Syria in 2012 and 2013. In 

February 2013 he had travelled to Syria together with Defendant 21 and other person and 

returned together with Defendant 21 in later that month. In March 2013 he had been sent to 

3 The Foreigners Office is a federal office dealing with immigrant population and asyltun applications. 
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back to Belgium by the Turkish authorities. In July 2014, he had been arrested at Schiphol 

airport by the Dutch authorities and surrendered to Belgium in August 2014. 

Defendant 17 {2 in Case lij: The defendant was a leader of the Brussels cell. He had collected 

money through illegal activities and thus financed the cell. In 2013, he had gone several times to 

Syria. During one of his return trips in 2013, he had been accompanied by Defendant 15. In 

Syria, he had joined Kataib Al Muhajireen, Sfn Moujahideen and Jabhat al-Nusrah, received 

training and participated in combat. 

Defendant 18 {3 in Case Il and 2 in Case Il1j: The defendant was an active member of the 

Brussels cell. He had left for Syria in 2014 together with Defendant 21 and presumably 

participated in combat. He had been responsible for recruiting young people on websites and 

financing the cell by committing petty crimina! offences. 

Defendant 19 {4 in Case lij, arrested on 10/07 /2014: The defendant was a member of the 

Brussels cell. He had travelled several times to Syria, where he had joined Jabhat al-Nusrah and 

participated in combat. During his trip in November 2013, he had been accompanied by 

Defendants 21 and 23. He had returned to Belgium, via Schiphol airport in Amsterdam in 

January 2014. He had been questioned by the Belgian authorities in February 2014 and then 

released. In March 2014, he had left Belgium again to try to convince the wounded Defendant 21 

to return to Belgium. 

Defendant 20 [5 in Case 11j, officially confirmed dead by the French authorities in 20154: The 

defendant was a leader of the Brussels cell. According to his father, Defendant 20 had radicalised 

after his release from prison in 2012. Similar to some other cell members, who had recruited 

and persuaded their siblings to take part 'in the cause', Defendant 20 had abducted his 13-year 

old brother, known in the media for being the youngest jihadist ever. They had left together for 

Syria, via Germany and Turkey, in the company of Defendant 15. During the search carried out in 

Defendant 20's home after the abduction of his brother, the authorities had found various stolen 

items, including car licence plates. In Syria, Defendant 20 had joined ISIL. He seemed to be very 

proud of his membership in the terrorist organisation, as he had appeared in a footage driving a 

4x4 vehicle, trailing six corpses behind him. 

Defendant 21 {6 in Case lij: The defendant was a leader of the Brussels cell. He had recruited 

others and provided logistic support to those who wanted to leave for Syria. He had also spread 

or made public messages with the purpose of inciting the commission of terrorist offences and 

threatening to kill or injure others. In 2013, he had left for Syria, where he had joined Kataib Al 

Muhajireen, Sfn Moujahideen, Jabhat al-Nusrah and later ISIL and participated in combat. 

Defendant 22 {8 in Case lij: The defendant was a member of the Brussels cell. Together with his 

wife, Defendant 31, his son, Defendant 30, and his underage daughter, he had left for Syria in 

October 2013. His intention had been to join, together with his son, a jihadist brigade and 

arrange for the marriage of his young daughter to a jihadist fighter. The defendant and his son, 

Defendant 30, had joined ISIL. The two had gone to Turkey to sell their passports for EUR 3000. 

4 Ntunerous media sources have reported on the operations carried out by the French authorities following the 13 
November 2015 attacks in Paris. See for example Francetvinfo.fr. 
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Defendant 23 {9 in Case II): possibly dead since 05/01/2014: The defendant was an active 

member of the Brussels cell. In 2013, he had left for Syria, where he had joined Jabhat al-Nusrah 

and participated in combat. Together with his mother, Defendant 24, and his half-brother, 

Defendant 16, he had travelled to Syria in April 2013. At the time, he had an apartment in Adana, 

Turkey, and had known a famous smuggler. In Syria, he had joined Jabhat al-Nusrah and 

participated in training and combat. According to a telephone conversation between two other 

defendants, he had become a leader ('emir') of a group of Belgian and French fighters. The 

charge against him was re-qualified from participation into leadership of a terrorist group. 

Defendant 24 {10 in Case II): The defendant was an active member of the Brussels cell. She is 

the mother of Defendants 16, 21 and 23 and the sister of Defendant 25. She had been radicalised 

for many years. In 2007, for example, she had been in contact with another radical female 

convicted in 2010 of participation in a terrorist group.s The latter was the wife of a Taliban 

fighter, who had committed a suicide attack on 9 September 2009 while pretending to be a 

Belgian journalist. Defendant 24 had left for Syria in 2013, together with Defendants 16, 21 and 

23. She had returned to Belgium, via Amsterdam, in April 2014.

Defendant 25 {11 in Case II): She was a member of the Brussels cell. She is the sister of 

Defendant 24. She had never travelled to Syria hut sent money to Defendants 16, 21, 23 and 24. 

Defendant 26 {12 in Case II): The defendant was a member of the Brussels cell. In 2013, he had 

left for Syria, where he had joined KatibatAl-Muhajireen and ISIL. 

Defendant 27 {13 in Case II): The defendant was a member of the Brussels cell. In January 2013, 

he had left for Syria, via Turkey, together with Defendant 2. In Syria, he had joined Katibat Al­

Muhajireen and ISIL. 

Defendant 28 {14 in Case II): possibly dead since 04 /2014: The defendant was a member of the 

Brussels cell. In 2012, he had left for Syria, where he had joined ISIL in Aleppo. 

Defendant 29 {15 in Case II): The defendant was a member of the Brussels cell. In 2012, he had 

left for Syria, where he had joined Jabhat al-Nusrah. 

Defendant 30 {16 in Case II): The defendant was a member of the Brussels cell. In October 

2013, he had left for Syria, via Turkey, together with his parents, Defendants 22 and 31. and his 

young sister. He had received training, joined ISIL and participated in combat. 

Defendant 31 {17 in Case II): The defendant was a member of the Brussels cell. In October 

2013, she had left for Syria, via Turkey, together with her husband, Defendant 22, her son, 

Defendant 30, and her underage daughter. 

Forgery of documents and use of forged documents 

The court considered it proven that Defendants 16 and 18 had been involved in forgery of 

documents and use of forged documents. The offences had been committed with the purpose to 

s The judgments in the case has been analysed in issues 8 and 9 of the TCM. 
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mislead the Belgian and Turkish authorities in order to travel to Syria or facilitate the travel of 

other cell members to Syria to fight in the ranks of terrorist groups. 

The court referred, for example, to the stealing of foreign passports. The photographs on these 

passports were replaced and they were used to leave for Syria. 

Fraud and theft to finance a terrorist group 

The court considered it proven that Defendants 2, 5, 16 and 18 had the objectives to finance and 

facilitate the departure of cell members willing to travel to Syria. The court established that cell 

members committed crimina} off ences by, inter alia, defrauding the State or banks in order to 

gain money and by selling of stolen items (tablets, smartphones, jewels ). Defendants' statements 

and reports of an undercover agent revealed that these frauds and thefts had been justified and 

encouraged by the concept of 'ghanima'.6 

In addition to the stolen foreign passports, mentioned above, cell members had also stolen 

licence plates, which they had used to mislead authorities and travel freely within the EU when 

leaving for Syria. 

The defendants had also collected money from donations of third persons. A charity with a 

misleading name had been used to collect funds. The charity had been advertised on websites as 

serving humanitarian objectives and seeking to help provide medical aid. Donations had been 

collected under false allegations leading donors to believe that the needed items would be 

bought in Turkey for a lower price. The charity had been used by Defendant 10 to transfer 

money to jihadist fighters in Syria. 

The penalties 

The court pointed out that the offences of the defendants were particularly grave. The 

defendants had the objective to establish, by means of violence, a totalitarian religious state 

anywhere in the world. They contested the democratie values and the human rights and wanted 

to abolish the rule of law and the open society. They had no respect for the opinion and life of 

others. The court underlined that the defendants wanted to fight all 'non-believers'. There is no 

room for freedom, human rights, personal development, science or culture within their 

terrorists groups. They claimed to defend the Muslims worldwide hut their acts were of no 

benefit to the Muslim community. 

When determining the penalties, the court took into consideration the nature and gravity of the 

offences, the circumstances under which they were committed, as well as each defendant's role, 

personality, age and criminal record. With regard to the Jatter, the court pointed out the 

following: 

6 Right to pillage, literally meaning 'spoils of war' (unofficial translation). 
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• Defendant 6 had been convicted in 2005 by the Tribunal de Grande Instance de Nanterre

(France);

• Defendant 15 had been convicted in 2013 of possession of a narcotic substance;

• Defendant 17 had been convicted in 2010 of drug offences;

• Defendant 18 had been convicted in 2013 of arms trafficking;

• Defendant 19 had been convicted in 2011 of theft;

• Defendant 20 had been convicted in 2011 ofrobbery;

• Defendant 21 had been convicted in 2007 of threats using illegal arms;

• Defendant 23 had been convicted in 2007 of rape of a minor and assault on a police

officer;

• Defendant 30 had been convicted in 2012 of theft with violence.

The court ordered the following penalties: 

Defendant Offence(s) Penalty Other 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Leadership of a terrorist group; fraudulent 

acquisition of items; possession of illegally 

obtained items; manufacturing, selling with 

benefits, seceding, transporting or carrying 

of prohibited weapons; acquisition of a 

foreign passport and fraudulent delivery to a 

third person 

Participation in an activity of a terrorist 

group; possession ofillegally obtained items 

Participation in an activity of a terrorist 

group 

Participation in an activity of a terrorist 

group; manufacturing, selling with benefits, 

seceding, transporting or carrying of 

prohibited weapons 

Participation in an activity of a terrorist 

group; fraudulent acquisition of items; 

possession of illegally obtained items 

Participation in an activity of a terrorist 

group; possession ofillegally obtained items 

Participation in an activity of a terrorist 

group 

Participation in an activity of a terrorist 

group 

12 years' 

imprisonment 

Fine of EUR 5000 

5 years' imprisonment 

Fine of EUR 3000 

5 years' imprisonment 

Fine of EUR 2500 

Trial in absentia

International arrest warrant 

Partial suspension of the 

imprisonment for a period of 5 

years 

Partial suspension of the 

5 years' imprisonment imprisonment for a period of 5 

Fine of EUR 1000 years 

5 years' imprisonment 

Fine of EUR 2500 

10 years' 

imprisonment 

Fine of EUR 5000 

5 years' imprisonment 

Fine of EUR 1500 

5 years' imprisonment 

Fine of EUR 1500 

Partial suspension of the 

imprisonment for a period of 5 

years 

Trial in absentia

International arrest warrant 

Trial in absentia

International arrest warrant 

Trial in absentia

International arrest warrant 
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Defendant Offence(s) Penalty Other 

9 
Participation in an activity of a terrorist 5 years' imprisonment Trial in absentia

group Fine of EUR 1500 International arrest warrant 

10 
Participation in an activity of a terrorist 

group 
Acquitted 

11 
Participation in an activity of a terrorist 

group 
Acquitted 

Participation in an activity of a terrorist 5 years' imprisonment Trial in absentia
12 

group Fine of EUR 1500 

Participation in an activity of a terrorist 5 years' imprisonment Trial in absentia
13 

group; possession of illegally obtained items Fine of EUR 1500 

14 
Participation in an activity of a terrorist 5 years' imprisonment Trial in absentia

group Fine of EUR 1500 International arrest warrant 

Participation in an activity of a terrorist 
10 years' Trial in absentia

15 imprisonment International arrest warrant 
group 

Fine of EUR 1500 

Leadership of a terrorist group; document Partial suspension of the 

16 
forgery and use offorged documents; fraud 8 years' imprisonment monetary penalty 

by using false documents or fraudulent Fine of EUR 3000 

representation offacts; use offalse name 

5 years' imprisonment 
Partial suspension of the 

17 Leadership of a terrorist group imprisonment for a period of 5 
Fine of EUR 2500 

years 

Participation in an activity of a terrorist 
7 years' imprisonment 

18 group; fraudulent acquisition of items; theft 

of a licence plate; use of false name 
Fine of EUR 1500 

19 
Participation in an activity of a terrorist 5 years' imprisonment 

group Fine of EUR 1500 

Leadership of a terrorist group, abduction of 
20years' Trial in absentia

20 imprisonment International arrest warrant 
minor 

Fine of EUR 5000 

20years' Trial in absentia

21 Leadership of a terrorist group imprisonment International arrest warrant 

Fine of EUR 10000 

10 years' Trial in absentia

22 Leadership of a terrorist group imprisonment International arrest warrant 

Fine of EUR 3000 

20years' Trial in absentia

23 Leadership of a terrorist group imprisonment International arrest warrant 

Fine of EUR 10000 
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Defendant Offence(s) Penalty Other 

24 Leadership of a terrorist group 
8 years' imprisonment 

Fine of EUR 3000 

Participation in an activity of a terrorist 
10 months' Suspension of the sentence for 

25 imprisonment a period of 5 years 
group 

Fine of EUR 1000 

26 
Participation in an activity of a terrorist 5 years' imprisonment Trial in absentia

group Fine of EUR 1500 

27 
Participation in an activity of a terrorist 5 years' imprisonment Trial in absentia

group Fine of EUR 1500 International arrest warrant 

28 
Participation in an activity of a terrorist 5 years' imprisonment Trial in absentia

group Fine of EUR 1500 

29 
Participation in an activity of a terrorist 5 years' imprisonment Trial in absentia

group Fine of EUR 1500 International arrest warrant 

Participation in an activity of a terrorist 
10 years' Trial in absentia

30 imprisonment International arrest warrant 
group 

Fine of EUR 1500 

Participation in an activity of a terrorist 2 years' imprisonment Suspension of the sentence for 
31 

Fine of EUR 1000 a period of 5 years group 

In cases where the court ordered suspended sentences, it referred to specific terms and 

conditions for the suspension, as set by the law. The fines to be paid by the convicted persons 

were to be indexed, as provided for by the law, to amounts between EUR 6000 and EUR 60000. 

In case of non-payment in due time, the fine could be replaced by additional imprisonment of 

between one and three months. Furthermore, the court ordered deprivation of rights listed in 

Article 31 paragraphs 1 to 6 of the Crimina! Code (right to occupy public posts, to be elected, to 

serve in the armed forces, etc.) for a period of ten years. 
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111. Topic of Interest

The Year 2015 in Numbers 

The present chapter contains quantitative and qualitative analysis of data transmitted by Eurojust by virtue 

of Council Decision 2005/671/JHA on the exchange of information and cooperation concerning terrorist 
offences, according to which Member States shall collect all relevant information concerning prosecutions 

and convictions for terrorist offences and send it to Eurojust. The analysis is based on data for the entire year 
2015. The analysis has also been used in preparing Eurojust's contribution to the EU Terrorism Situation and 

Trend Report (TE-SAT} 2016. 

Court proceedings, verdiets and individuals in concluded court proceedings 

In 2015, 12 EU Member States reported to have concluded a total of 217 court proceedings in 

relation to terrorism (please see Figure 1 be low ).7 

-, 1 

Figure 1 

I Member States with terrorism-related convictions/acquittals 

Member States without terrorism-related convictions/acauittals 

7 Information on terrorism-related court decisions in 2015 were sent to Eurojust by Austria, Belgium, Denmark, 
France, Germany, Greece, Lithuania, The Netherlands, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden 

In case a verdict pronounced in 2015 was appealed and the appeal was concluded before the end of the year, Eurojust 
counted the proceeding as one and reported only on the latest/final verdict. 
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The concluded court proceedings concerned 513 individuals, 85 of which were female. Nine 

individuals in Spain and two individuals in Greece were tried several times in the framework of 

different crimina! proceedings in 2015.8 As a result, the total number of verdiets pronounced for 

terrorism-related offences in 2015 was 526. Some defendants in Belgium and The Netherlands 

did not appear in court and were sentenced in absentia. 

Figure 2 - Number of individuals in concluded court proceedings for terrorist offences per EU

MemberState in 2013, 2014 and 20159, as reported to Eurojust 

MEMBER STATE 2013 2014 2015 

AUSTRIA 1 2 29 

BELGIUM 8 46 120 

CYPRUS 1 0 0 

CROATIA 0 0 

CZECH REPUBLIC 8 0 

DENMARK 8 13 1 

FINLAND 0 4 0 

FRANCE 49 36 14 

GERMANY 14 11 17 

GREECE 9 10 38 

IRELAND 8 0 0 

ITALY 8 4 0 

LITHUANIA 2 4 1 

NETHERLANDS 4 5 18 

ROMAN IA 1 0 0 

SLOVAK REPUBLIC 0 1 0 

SLOVEN IA 0 0 1 

SPAIN 141 191 166 

SWEDEN 0 0 2 

• - -
TOTAL 313 444 513 

8 In 2015, there were two individuals who were tried three times and seven individuals who were tried twice for 
different offences in Spain. In Greece, two individuals were tried twice for different offences. The verdiets pronounced 
in the different court proceedings were counted separately when analysing the data on verdiets. 
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, while Spain remains the Member States where the largest number 

of individuals were convicted or acquitted of terrorist offences. 

Some of the verdiets reported in 2015 are final while others are pending judicial remedy, as 

appeals have been submitted.10 

Type of terrorism 

In 2015, the majority of verdiets were pronounced in relation to religiously inspired terrorism.11 

It is for the first time since 2008 that concluded court proceedings in the EU result in a higher 

number of verdiets for religiously inspired terrorist offences than for separatist terrorist 

offences. In Austria, Belgium, Denmark and Sweden all verdiets concerned religiously inspired 

terrorism. The highest number of those (120) was rendered in Belgium. 

The majority of the verdiets for religiously inspired terrorism concerned offences related to the 

conflict in Syria and Iraq. In 2015, Member States reported to Eurojust an increase in 

prosecutions and convictions of foreign terrorist fighters. These prosecutions and convictions 

concerned individual travellers, as well as recruitment and facilitation activities and networks. 

In some cases, individuals were arrested prior to departure, while other cases involved 

returnees or persons who are still believed to be fighting in Syria and/or Iraq or who may have 

died in battle. 

As in previous years, the majority of the verdiets pronounced in Spain concerned separatist 

terrorism and in particular the terrorist organisation ETA. Also courts in France, Germany and 

The Netherlands convicted defendants brought to court for offences related to activities of other 

separatist terrorist organisations ( e.g. the PKK and the LTTE). Guilty verdiets for left-wing 

terrorist offences were handed down in Germany, Greece and Spain, while Spain was the only 

Member State that reported a proceeding related to right-wing terrorism. 

A large part (36) of the female defendants in the concluded proceedings in 2015 appeared in 

court in relation to separatist terrorism offences, which confirms a tendency observed in 

previous years. In line with the genera! increase in the verdiets for religiously inspired terrorist 

offences, the number of female defendants tried in the courts of the Member States for such 

offences also increased from seven in 2014 to 27 in 2015. 

10 According to Council Decision 2005/671/JHA, the information to be submitted to Eurojust is in relation to final 
convictions. Due to the specifics of reporting, Member States submit information on both final and not final decisions. 
Therefore, reference is also made to those decisions pending judicia! remedy and they are included in the reported 
munbers. 
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Figure 3 - Number of court results in 2015 per EU Member State and per type of terrorism, as
reported to Eurojust 

MEMBER STATE 
Religiously 

Separatist Left wing Right wing 
Not 

TOTAL 
inspired specified 

AUSTRIA 29 0 0 0 0 29 

BELGIUM 120 0 0 0 0 120 

DEN MARK 1 0 0 0 0 1 

FRANCE 5 9 0 0 0 14 

GERMANY 11 2 4 0 0 17 

GREECE 0 0 40 0 0 40 

LITHUANIA 0 0 0 0 1 1 

NETHERLANDS 17 1 0 0 0 18 

SLOVEN IA 0 0 0 0 1 1 

SPAIN 13 159 1 3 1 177 

SWEDEN 2 0 0 0 0 2 

1 1 1 1 • ·-
TOTAL 198 171 45 3 109 526

Convictions and acquittals 

In 2015, all reported terrorism-related prosecutions in Denmark, France, Germany, Lithuania 

and Sweden resulted in convictions. Germany is the only Member State that reported no 

acquittals in the period 2010-2015. 

In 2015, acquittals constituted 21 % of all verdiets pronounced for terrorist offences. This 

percentage is slightly lower than those in 2014 (24%) and 2013 (23%) and continues the 

downward trend compared to the years before (30% acquittals in 2012 and 31 % acquittals in 

2011). In some cases, defendants were acquitted of terrorist offences hut convicted of other 

offences, such as illegal possession of firearms, forgery of documents, arson, etc . 

• 
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Figure 4 - Number of verdiets, convictions and acquittals per EU Member State in 2015, as reported
to Eurojust 

MEMBER STATE CONVICTIONS ACQUITIALS TOTAL ACQUITIALS in% 

AUSTRIA 27 2 29 7% 

BELGIUM 116 4 120 3% 

DEN MARK 1 0 1 0% 

FRANCE 14 0 14 0% 

GERMANY 17 0 17 0% 

GREECE 25 15 40 38% 

LITHUANIA 1 0 1 0% 

NETHERLANDS 12 6 18 33% 

SLOVEN IA 0 1 1 100% 

SPAIN 95 82 177 46% 

SWEDEN 2 0 2 0% 

TOTAL 416 110 526 21% 

In 2015, prosecutions for religiously inspired terrorist offenees had the most sueeessful rate, 

with 94% guilty verdiets pronouneed. Similar to 2014, the verdiets in relation to separatist 

terrorism in 2015 had the highest aequittal rate (47%).14 

Figure 5 - Conviction and acquittal rate per type of terrorism in 2015, as reported to Eurojust

• 

• 

TYPE OF TERRORISM 

Religiously inspired 

Separatist 

Left wing 

Right wing 

CONVICTION RA TE ACQUITIAL RATE 

94% 6% 

53% 47% 

67% 33% 

67% 33% 
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Penalties 

Courts in the Member States ordered various penalties for those found guilty of terrorist 

offences in 2015. They included imprisonment. monetary penalties, treatment in mental health 

care facilities, and community orders. In some cases the court imposed also restrictions on civil 

rights and hans on entering the national territory upon completion of the prison term, or 

revoked the citizenship of those convicted of terrorist offences. 

The prison sentences ordered by the courts in 2015 ranged between seven days and 397 years. 

In some cases (part of) the sentence was suspended or made conditional for a certain period of 

time. In other cases guilty verdiets were handed down hut no penalty was ordered yet. 

The average prison sentence handed down for terrorist offences in the EU in 2015 was seven 

years, which is slightly higher than the reported average in 2014 (six years).lS The majority 

(61 %) of the penalties handed down with the guilty verdiets in 2015 were of up to five years' 

imprisonment. which is slightly less than in 2014 (70%). The number of sentences of ten and 

more years' imprisonment constituted 20% of all penalties, which represents an increase 

compared to 2014 (13%). 

In 2015, the average prison sentence for left-wing terrorist offences was the highest (12 years ), 

marking a slight decrease compared to 2014 (14 years ). Separatist terrorism verdiets carried an 

average prison sentence of ten years, which is lower than the one in 2014 (13 years). The 

average prison sentence given for religiously inspired terrorist offences increased from four 

years in 2014 to six years in 2015.16 

It should, however, be taken into consideration that the severity of the penalty in each case 

would depend on the respective offence and cannot serve any comparative purposes. Also, in 

some Member States the average sentence is calculated on the basis of one conviction, while in 

others it is based on a considerably higher number of convictions. 

15 For the purpose of the calculation of the average prison sentence, penalties exceeding 40 years of imprisonment 
and life senten ces were counted as 40 years. In the cases where the court ordered a minimum munber of years of the 
life sentence to be served, the sentence was included in the overview with the minimum number ofyears indicated . 
• 
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Figure 6 - Average sentences (excluding non-prison penalties) per Member State in 2015, as

reported to Eurojust17 

MEMBER STATE Average sentence in years 

AUSTRIA 2 

BELGIUM 6 

DEN MARK 4 

FRANCE 4 

GERMANY 5 

GREECE 14 

NETHERLANDS 3 

SPAIN 11 

11 The overview does not include Lithuania, where one individual was sentenced to stationary observation at a 
specialised mental health care facility, and Sweden, where two individuals were sentenced to life imprisonment. 
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IV. The Way Ahead

Ongoing/Upcoming Trials

September - December 2015

The overview below includes a selection of ongoing and upcoming trials where decisions are expected within 

the next few months. Any further developments, resulting in convictions or acquittals, will be presented in the 
next issue(s) of the TCM. 

France 

Seven alleged members of a network that sent fighters to Syria in 2013 have been charged with 

terrorist offences by the French prosecution. Among those charged is a man suspected to have 

played a leading role in the November 2015 Paris terrorist attacks. The man, who is tried in 

absentia, was a friend of the French man accused of the attack on the Brussels Jewish museum in 

May 2014. Both were among the jailers of four French hostages held in Aleppo between July and 

December 2013. He also knew the three men who carried out the January 2015 attacks in Paris 

and praised their acts in an IS propaganda video. In September 2014 he was placed on the U.S. 

State Department' s list of ten designated global terrorists, considered the most dangerous to U.S. 

security.1B 

Source: Le Figaro/BBC 

Germany 

A 35-years-old man known as an Islamist preacher was arrested on 15 December 2015 for 

acting as a cell's leader of a Syrian terrorist group, Jaish al-Muhajireen wal-Ansar, in Germany 

since 2013. He is accused of recruiting and providing financial and logistical support to the 

above-mentioned terrorist group. The man is a well-known Salafist, leader of a so-called 'Sharia 

police' attempting to enforce Islamic law in the streets. 

Source: Reuters 

On 8 December the Higher Regional Court in Stuttgart started the trial against four men, three of 

whom of Lebanese nationality. The men are suspected to have supported a foreign terrorist 

group in 2013, namely Ahrar al-Sham in Syria. The group played a very significant role at the 

beginning of the revolution in Syria. The suspects have allegedly provided funds and logistical 

is The outcome of the trial will be reported in the next issue of the TCM. 
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support to the organisation, including German ambulances and military equipment for a total 

amount of EUR 133000. 

Source: Augsburger Allgemeine 

United Kingdom 

In September 2015, a 38 year-old man was charged with three offences contrary to the 

Terrorism Act. Two of the charges relate to alleged payments totalling GBP 4500 in which he 

knew or had had reasonable cause to suspect that it would be used for the purposes of 

terrorism. The other charge is in relation to allegedly making property available for the 

purposes of terrorism. The money and equipment was alleged to have been destined for his 

nephew, who prosecutors say was fighting for the proscribed organisation Jabhat al-Nusrah. He 

was released on conditional bail after appearing at Woolwich Crown Court in October 2015. He 

is expected to enter a plea to the charges in February 2016. 

Source: The Sentinel 
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